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East Was East, West Stayed West —
But Finally the Twain Did Meet!;

School Districts Overcame Jealousy In 1893 When They Consolidated
To Erect Building on Fourth Avenue, Boundary Line
Between Them.

By Floyd Hurlbut ‘

April, . 1874. What a month!
Every West Ender was intently
watching the school trustees. ‘What
was the matter with the snug little
one-room school that stood just east
of the pond near South Country
road, west of what was afterward to
become East Lake Drive in Bright-
waters? For years it had been
the school house of district No. 1
in Islip Town.

Fond memories clustered around
Fathers and mothers

Treasurer 28 Years

POST OFFICE HERE
BEFORE RAILROAD

Mail Carried Via Stage
Cocach  To and From
Thompson’s Station,
Near Brentwocod.

Sath ‘Clock, first Postmaster of
Bay ‘Shore, was appointed by Presi-
dent Zachary Taylor in 1850. He
held the position almost continuous-
ly until 1888.

Long before railroad service came
to the south shore, public-spirited
citizens stressed the need of a post
office. When the Federal govern-
ment granted its approval, mail was
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‘East Scheol Graduates
 Talk Over Old Times

A reunion of pupils who attended
"ths old Bast School, located until
1893 at what is today Second avenue
and Union street, was held August
24, 1932, at the home of Mrs. Laura
Furman. Edward Armstrong served
as principal of the school while
they attended. La Vonne Cushman
(now Mrs. John Gibson) was the
favorite teacher with the girls and
boys.

Ladies at this get-together made
up the first class to enter the new
“high  school” (Fourth = Avenue
Grade School) cn Fourth avenue.
With the exception of two who at-
tended schoolhouse
difth avenue, all the guests

the west on

were
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OLD MILL BECAME |
FAMILIAR SIGHT

Main Street Looked Very
Different When Farm- |
ers Drove Here With

Grain.

It is difficult for a newcomer to
imagine how the old grain mill and
Main |
19th century.

its surroundings on East

street looked in the
B re, if you can, the scene as de- |
seribed by old-timers.

First avenue had not been open-
ed. Just east of where it now en-|

1.

Street Developme

was laid out in 1723 by an act of

The Avocet, a yacht formerly owned by
Approximatch Creek.

clubs.

Harry M. Brewster, in
Mr. Brewster has long been a leader in sailing
activities, and often served as commodore of local

the General Assembly, which there-
by adopted the first regulation con-
cerning public highways in this vi-
cinity. It is safe to assume that no
other streets existed here then, for
John Mowbray had just obtained a
grant of the entire section and it
was still his estate, so far as can
learned.
The next oldest thoroughfare is
harder to find. We must base our

be

ters Main street ran the brook Fast-West Feud Split

(

statement about this point entirely

South Country road (Mainvstreet)

| Early Koads L

Fifth Avenue was Chief Artery—ltlorthward, Conn
With Thompson's Station on L. I. Railroad.

(laid out until many years later
|when it seemed advisable for the
|township to construct a link be-
'tween South Bay Shore and Maple
avenues.

! In the central section Joshua
Wicks owned a vast tract of wood-
land, covered with tall trees. Upon
ihis death he left property to sev-
leral sons, among whom was Sellah
| Wicks, father of Perry S. Wicks.
The land was partly used for farm-
|ing, but its northern portion from
{Garfield street down was still a

;{1);;(":]5; l”h‘(g\' have Lhe children and fupon a study of customs in the |source of wood which Selah Wicks
],‘i’[‘:‘(\) ‘n“i‘\ «1)];”:?;3.1\\'0 e 1‘ 18th century. ,\‘Iups reveal that each |shipped to New York. Fourth avenue
ishicl shu ity de B o E imn(n'\ ; I.\'I'[p Town sm..]omo‘nf was made on | originally ran through his farm, be-

e bhck ldads S thom i <§1‘\'<-]H}wfi |a large cove, in order to provide a\(‘On}lMI a mere cowpath south of

g s e 3 | supply of fish. As Main street was ! Main street where it led down to
= ¢ :n-i\‘. h¢ | Todax i.\vt'l;‘. f \l‘ul h_:1> '%':.\u!}_)l)-f‘%l%““i the only road and the nearest cove | pasture for cattle at the waterfront

) of t‘\-n»rx"zzl} )3:!;'( S]l;:,(,»t.. i u);-i:izn It,“f‘ l}‘)l\i};("” ;(“n};;‘l_’;{ld"*(‘Il\]‘](:‘l“ ! !"vnmaquvit, Creek (mvm'ionod in In- |and ‘to a Iittl}e dock used by the fam-

50 east ‘l:ll]l‘vl o \eI(Iﬁ.im(A‘wr who <)nr'>&>‘ \'h'n'r\(i: 1‘12111 Geads) we 2 safely assume|ly. bel.ah ““Ck§ developed ‘t}.le s

and west ends took great pride inl he » alry - : s e that the ‘\A“("md‘l“gh\“a.‘{ was Ho-|path into a high-class residential
: Bl Toiveen e man avenue or Canal street, as old- |street when Bay Shore became a

: imers called it. | summer resort.

yanies was just one | ¢ 3 [
lousvy be:ween the | CHT Ci UB HAQ Nathaniel Smith owned an im-|{ Clinton avenue was also a devel-
” ol bt mense piece of property in wvstemfnmnent for summer people, opemed

Bay Shore extending from the bay |by Nathaniel and Hallett Clock of
The

the structure. pupils in the East build-
They included Mrs. Laura Hen-
Furman, the Mesdames
Somerindyke Sparks
Josephine Fordham Bur-
rowes; of N, *J:) “Bora
Young Smith of Islip, Edith Jeffrey-
Rhodes, Laura Smith' Ritchie, Etta
Veek's Petty, Bértha Snedecor Ufer,

formerly which is carried now through a cul-
vert under H. C. Rhodes’s auto
showroom and garage. The road !
encountered a hill at this poin
while just to the north lay

taken to and from Thompson’s Sta-
tion on the main line of the Long
Island Railroad near Telegraph road
(now Fifth avenue). A stage coach
carried the mail daily, except Sun-
day. This system prevailed until
Bay Shore had a station of its own
in 1867.

Known in those days as Mechan-
icsville, the village was cf»mpellodl

“FOLLOWING BAY”
i
WAS BIGGEST JOB
TE 330 @
IR JUL Annies “Collins Hendrickson, Helen
to change its name before the gov- fiubbard Ulmschneéider, Anna Fish-
1 create a post office. |

| it \Sbnl, Other Employment Has . o ! >
ernment would : ér Hendrickson, and Mrs. John Gib-
Already there was a Mechanicsville | Come At Various Stages son All had married
upstate, the d_uplmmnn would | In History of Vi]iaﬂe. 1¢ fact that in high school
have proven confusing. In 1849 : = “Bachelor Girls’
“Penataquit,” adapted from the
Indian name of a creek which ran
through the eastern section, was
substituted at a special meeting. A
post office was granted several
months later. In 1868 the residents ;
again changed the title of their vil-
lage to Bay Shore, a prettier and
ably of W. H. Young, E. B. Smith, more easily pronounced designation.
and C. White, had their way and the IL is amusing to observe how the
Jand was bought in spite of all the |the purpose of taking into consid- | location of the post office shifted
feeling. The Telegraph road was eastward and westward according
the present Fifth avenue, from to changes in national administra-
= il o Seth Clock, a Republican,
which a lane led west to the school 1, "5 "p powphray, Allen Barnes,|poooo 00 0 o vice inll’lis A
ft 3 o - anc ne all se 2 nis gen-
property in a field not far from |y . .- oo 0, William- Blyden-1= i o o ain Stacet and Third
where Clinton avenue later came 10, .}, ceem to have been the trus- gl sy v S S A e
i th Uni tinat ourgh o 5°1 avenue, When Treadwell O. Smith,
join South nion. street. tees at that time. Allen Barnes|, pomocrat. was appointed in 1854
tember 1, 1874, a resolu-' _ _ . 5 4 RS i y Was apy it

On Sep 3 ? : presided at the meeting and Seth|py pesident Franklin Pierce, the
tion was offered at a school meeting p ot acted clerk pro tem.| ...+ ﬁ travelled w ‘t' ra ’d 4,;
bat = ‘committes of three be ap- ; : i post office travelled westward
; > : hool Between that date and October 14, | his general store at Main street and
pointed to draw plans for a sc ;uo 1873, no less than seventeen meet-|Ocean avenue. Seth Clock regained
ildi more than . o el S : i 2 :
buﬂdn'l‘g not t(" ‘('0\:’. Jout | IRES Ware held before a new build- | the honor by appointment of Presi-
8,000 The xesﬂolu “m‘ 1 “"|ing was an actuality. Five different |dent Abraham Lincoln, whereupon
by a vote of § to 7. On September | . o ..re gites had been proposed, ha moved the Federal agency back
22 a special meeting was ]“’M_‘lt}mlm'ilm in cost from $600 to $2,500. to Third avenue, site of his store
which Mr. Johnson ()fif(!l.e(l a sim-jqy o finally upon was|and residence, Mr. Clock, like
ilar proposal for a building not to0 «ipe northwest corner of the farm | Treadwell O. ‘Smith, was an out-

who had attended the school them-
selves were now sending their chil-
dren to the same school. Its loca-
tion, too, couldn’t have been bet-
ter. Parents could drive along South
Country road and hitch their horses
to-the school yard fence. In sum-
mer the boys and girls could wade
right. into the pond from the back
yard of the school ahd in winter
skating was always near at hand.

“Did you ever hear of such do-
ings? They do say that the trus-
tees are going to buy more land
for a school 'way up by the track
west of the Telegraph road. ‘Who
in the world wants to go 'way up
there to school? And would you be-
lieve it? They're going to buy five
lots of Charles Wall and Samuel
Truslow at $350 a lot!”

The trustees, consisting presum-

ing. Community In Two Parts
Moses W. Drake, Postmaster, In 5.i.kson Te duait. of ous villade fndhe
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surrounding the lower “mill pond.”
As one gazed over the water he
could see, northeast, the upper
dam, and above another dam, ex-
tending nearly to the railroad
tracks. Union street was nowhere
in sight; no buildings bordered ilw\}\\ S e
main highway for hundreds of feet|" PR R
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the
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off Bay Shore.
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: 2 either way on the north side except | wi st e

two houses owned by David Thur-| , ;
i , o S s ol L : z

ber, one m\nled by E. Oakley, th S n e fhe s people. Gang 1

small Methodist classroom, the new- | i, Fonedd

long distance north. Through }1‘15§Isli}). Richard Montgomery, prom-
land ran what people today call Bay {inent real estate man and former
avenue. This road crossed Main |resident, laid out Montgomery awe-
| v of Bay street and continued at least half |nue for the same purpose.
' ters settled in i ok T e ly built Congregational Church east | it Yacht Club goes back to about 20 |way across Long Island, perhaps! Nathaniel Oakley Clock owned a
\'11}ag£', Great sz;n‘};‘,;:y ains two large Maple trees that of the mill, and a public school : Corar? biovs paar Y6218 @20, when it was originally|even to the Sound. Above the mainilarg‘e farm extending from the bay
ch}ef" source of wealth. Gorat e plant by children of the back from the road about where|Third avenue in the station neigh-|Known as the Bay Shore Motorboat |highway this thoroughfare wasto above Main street, near Awixa
heFn(iloli“:;igzhtin&?( el School. The same ience as Fred Smith has an electrical shop. | - | Cl }awr called Telegraph road, leading j avenue. He sent wood from there to
¢ E : occupation. when younssters plaved Eastward north Although run on a less elaborate |to Thompson’s station on the rail-|New York, Hallett Thurber also
mcqme of $15 per d: the grounds I'PIHL{-ing far s'ale, the organization has enjoyed {road. had an immense farm where Pen-
during the good seasons t ac codav. Sull oxcllent were longer career than its ar”xsrovrutir; When Nathaniel Smith died on|ataquit avnue is now.
voung men as mo utﬂhwy Job « ier i cheiibanae and small farm buildings of S predecessor, the Penataquit-Corin-|February 27, 1787, he left his farm | Early development northward ex-
tfh'c ){«-411'”:\‘ who made thei Sirchaned b ihe Reeves, Selden Benjamin, J. Mayo, hian Yacht Club. Formed in 1896, | t0 two sons, Philip and Walter, who | tended on Fifth avenue (Telegraph
T e Tonn boasted an the ‘hui‘.(l}n;: was John Gibson, Dr. Jarvis Mowbray, | the Penataquit-Corinthian group |divided the property by making Bay |road), Third avenue, and to some
Jf})’.{_\'htﬂ}. il e Stephen Fordhiin, € Hubberd, L:| West Bay started with a small boathouse at|avenue the boundary, Walter took degree on Brook street, as well as
1}1“«.\%* of 6 teob wbabit Bt S S s 1.1 the foot of Glinton averao the east portion, Philip the west. |on Fourth avenue. In North Bay
’(i}(};f) most profitable vears came 1Ue and remodelled into business Doxsee. A large portion ic leaders, c'ety absorbed ?ffi}x&fweo“:gd such ‘tl‘an.sactlon‘s §h01‘e hear Gal‘f}eld street Eliphalet
Aftas e s O "1 oy Droperty now known as the Hubbard Shore’s people resided in the vicin- remain Yacht i sing today, because the an- bnedecm.had several dozen cot-
after the Civil War. ( had an |\ " " o i all L B cient markers are gone—for ex-|tages which were rented to colored
opportunity to grow w : 7 . ,1‘;]‘_‘_? Sy .-( g ample, pear trees, tences, bars in'families. The tenants paid rent each
were away fighting. Shell wers ILG aVELN S the fence, and a walnut bush in|day, on a sort of installment plan.
|plentiful. Local boats would tak £ ; the hedge. Third avenue property near Main
| great quantities of clams out of th g e ting A('emi factory on North Walter was the father of Tread-|street belonged to “Aunt Tisch”
bay and then go to New York City © ~.Xu“x;u;mz avenue was run by the well, Ezra, Benjamin and Edgar|Green, an Indian woman who sold
and the Hudson River towns where |R. R. Heywood Company of New Smith, all of whom were heirs.|her land on the west side to Seth
they sold the shellfish easily. 58 "'“'l'm:"‘x"l." Heywood, Strasser Treadwell bought some property|Clock. South Park avenue was a

Because clams oys id | & ight). The iutr Percy Dunham from his brothers and began devel- : cranberry marsh, later filled in by
such high dividends, farn : 15 years as man- oping it into lots for cranberries,|Tredwell O. Smith.
[tracted few workers. On this | ke }"f'hl hi\\'as main- orchards, etc. He ran a general| About 1870 a large tract was sur-
C o : of h : ' « W : : ;days. ho.\\'e\"w. agriculture ms as a finishing u-p;n'n,puxnt store on Main street. Seeing pos-|veyed for development of First and
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votes were cast and when the tell lem. was at what is »““,w,”“.- south- missioner ;)t' deeds "and lyvm money | ek (‘.“h(la ; llﬂi\l ylv"n v i 1:(':‘“- route fo the ey, e eier ) hgd beemprectod finite CHIRE
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the mction was 10.st ovel‘whelmmg]%: ‘Enders had their much coveted new | tbc Democrats came 1}1to Dowerilia: bi g iy o1 ans). then Meanwhile South Bay Shore ave- West of Clinton avenue lay Frank
No one was going home till thl”l)uilding befbre the West Enders. | tionally. bHP; maintained the POSt i< Great South Bay. nue had been opened down to a pub-|C. Lawrance’s big farm, previously

| office at his ice cream parlor on the |, o = Tl e s lic dock on Penataquit Creek near|owned by Thomas Garner. Cooper
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thing “a? S:“lefl ..Iotlm = iis iTlns made it almost imperative that | ‘thwest corner of Mai ‘treet

moved that the committee be dis- northwest corner ol WMaIn SWOEL|. i ughed under, while the bay, where Selah Howell, a well | street was a delivery route leading
known boat builder, had his place|from Clinton avenue, while Com-

{the West Enders should endeavor |
derwent a special
of business. Aldrich Court was not'munity road led around the farm.

charged. This, too, was voted down. | The {and Fourth avenue. In 1892 Presi- |
: : 5 s One such stood
“No” thing. Finally, soberer oA lican, appointed Josiah Robbins|,
No* an any & ¥ ” was that each district erected a| A 5 tl """"""""""I"
, al TR
| Soon these plants aroused a flower-1

to outdo their nelighbors. re- | Repub-|
stated,
: # he ocean beach near Lonelyville
aileq ar 3. Pullis : | who established the post office at| ;
judgment prevaileq and J. B. Pullis modern two-story buflding | who esta C I
resolution offered by Mr. Johnson.” | street. |of diszpproval. Smells Henry
THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

Freeman T. Hulse, Bay Shore at-
torney, has served as Treasurer of
the School District for 28 years. He
saw the annual expenditures grow
from $16,789.91 in 1906, his first
term, to a sum many times as large. |
Only one school was needed then,
but the increased enrollment re-
quires four now.
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The people were in a mood to vot sult a$ s alresdy been d enj e ries,
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revious to 1836, School! Distric
The motion passed. The resolution NO- 2 had ']fe‘ “'v”“' territory SUr*) gince then postmasters have held by vast quantities of fish were avenue and S
for a new building was voted upon reunding Islip village and District | office as follows: 1896-1900, Leon- | ych for the neighbors. Patthar Kad s i
a second time. The air was tense No. 1 had included everything west| 5yd W. Young, Democrat; 1&)0(}-; ol s avnaver had = ; = i
with expectancy as the tellers slow- to the Babylon line. On October 19,1999 Eugene Strong, Republican;|yay a road ‘or work on t
? & 4 DR S e ao i faaic o o o) oy s : v\ic a al
ly counted the ballots. There was lS;ilh, the schecl commissioners It.n.‘w‘ 1900-1913. 1. Lewis Hubbard, Re- |} hwave h
almost breathless silence as the ISliP Town had combined parts of | p,ip1ican; 1913-1922, Peter O'Neil, | o) v
igtrip s e 1ot \ D | ¥ 1
tellers announced “25 votes for the District 1 and District No. 2 t0| pemocrat; and 1922 to the present
building; 26 against; 1 blank.” The form a new unit to be called Dis-|¢ime, Moses 'W. Drake, Republican. | ,,eferred to let
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ine Bay shore Lundy 2 Why Gamble With Your Automobile
idward Ansbro, a - e
And With Everything You Own?

A. Scully.
ame propri-
The automobile today is practically a
notwithstanding 29,900 persons were
850,700 were INJURED in AUTOMOB
in the United States in 1933, SOME
use of Automobiles WITHOUT insurance protection.
Most careful drivers do not escape—accidents often oc-
cur through careless actions of others, many times
resulting in death or injury, expensive Court suits and
heavy losses. DO NOT RISK the 1L.OSS OF YOUR
PROPERTY or the RIGHT TO OPERATE A CAR—
possible to anyone who is not insured.
We represent two of the largest Casualty Com-
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Restaurant at its present location.
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being and soctal life of two
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Shipwreck Brouéhf F irs‘t
Irish Settlers

The settlement of Irish
yple in this vicinity, so far as can
be learned from “old timers,” start-
ed about 1857 when a packet ship
went aground near what is today
Ocean Bay Park. No lives were lost,
1Ithough the accident took place in
midwinter while few if any persons
were anywhere near the scene.
However, as Great South Bay was

1916 until necessity, and
KILLED and
,E ACCIDENTS

STILL RISK the p

earlicst

We have many fine generations in

Bay Shore

HARMLESS FUN

A humorous story is told about
William Robbins, one of the orig-

side of Main street west of Clinton so higlh that consolidation was not
avenue where it was later remod-|effected till about 1893 when the
eled into St. Patrick’s parochial Fourth avenue grade huilding was
school. 1built~-mot in District i nor in Dis-

While the West Enders were thus itrict Nio. 8, but in the swampy creek
happily occupied, the good people which formed the boundary between
of the East End had also been (the two. Sanitation was taken care

inal merchants, who established a
store on East Main street about
1840. Mr. Robbins was very regu-
llar in his habits, always closing the
Istore at 9 o’clock promptly. Seth Ab-
lhott and George Hubbard took

and Y ear-Round Occupancy

TERRY & GIBSON, Inc.

panies in the United States
automobiles since they were

e

-V

Yy at
1I'ST

vho have been insuring
made.

We can give you the most dependable insurance
obtainable and AT LOWER RATES and not from cut
rate companies. Will be giad to quote you rates.

frozen over, many of the ship-
wrecked passengers walked across
to the mainland. All the others were
rescued.

Upon arriving in Islip Town sev-
eral of the families stayed here.
Among them were the Fogarty’s,

JOHNSON’S HOTEL

W. S. Johnson, Proprietor

great delight in ordering a jugful ofi
molasses shortly before closing
time. Then, especially in winter,
they would laugh heartily as the
molasses flowed lazily into the|
jugs. |

REALTORS and INSURANCE 172 EAST MAIN STREET

AT

who made their home at Bay Shore, |

and James and John Donnelly, who |

|I:uulu] in Islip where the public
bathing beach now stands.

busy. As early as April 28, 1871, {of in the only way known in the
a meeting of the trustees had been lopen country and not a thought was
held in the schoolhouse of District given to the problem that was being
"No. 8, east of the mill pond onlprovided for posterity because of
Main street near First avenue, “for [the low ground.

EMERSON H. McWHORTER, Inc.

Opposite Post Office 100 E. Main St., Bay Shore

CORTLAND HOTEL BLOCK
BAY SHORE







